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The Truth Behind the Urban Legend of the Witch’s Ball Monument at the
Myrtle Hill Cemetery.

The Witch’s Ball
Monument. One
urban legend
reports that Mrs.
Stoskopf
poisoned her
family’s well,
kiling her abusive
husband and
sons. She was
sent to a local
asylum and after
her death was
buried standing

1IN 1inder the hall.

Darlene and
Leanne testing
the temper-
ature of the
monument.

Article
continued on
page 11.

Tucked away on a country road near
the small town of Valley City in Ohio is
a cemetery that has been written
about many times in books and on
the Internet. On a cloudy Sunday
afternoon in May a few of the El
Dorado Paranormal Investigation
team members decided to check
out the legend for ourselves. Darlene
and Leanne S., Pat E. and Christine B.
drove a few miles out of Medina City
not knowing exactly where to find
the cemetery. Asif directed by an
unseen force, we stumbled upon
what we were searching for without
too many false turns. Once we
turned into the cemetery, finding the
infamous ball monument was not
difficult, since there aren’t that many
of these around!

(A shameless pun, | know, but I just
couldn’t help myself!)

We arrived at about 2:30 in the
afternoon, drove up to the
monument, armed only with our
cameras and dowsing rods, and
walked over to the ball.

One of the things that has been
said about the ball is that it remains
warm to the touch in winter and cool
in the summer. It was about 65
degrees on the day we visited the
cemetery, so it was difficult for us to
prove or disprove that claim. How-
ever, upon touching this tombstone,
and then touching others in the
cemetery, the ball felt warmer to all
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The Mysterious Disappearance of

Glen & Bessie Hydein
November, 1928

Glen’s goal was to set a

new speed record for
rafting the Colorado

through the Grand Canyon.

The Colorado River is
challenge even in the

modern inflatable boats

that are used today.

However, using a wooden

boat that was almost

constantly being battered

by rocks through the

rapids areas of the river

Glen & Bessie Hyde

In April of 1928 Bessie Haley and Glen Hyde were
married. They were both young and adventurous
spirits who thought the best honeymoon they could
have would be to attempt running the rapids of the
Colorado River through the Grand Canyon in Arizona.
If successful, Bessie would have been the first woman
to have accomplished this rare feat at that time. The
newlyweds set out on their ill-fated excursion in
October of that same year.

Although Glen had some experience with riding rapids
on the Snake River in Idaho, Bessie was a novice. Glen
had built his own boat—a twenty foot sweep scow
made out of wood. It carried the two newlyweds, all of
their supplies for the journey, but no life jackets.

a

many

would have been nearly
impossible. Glen was

adamant about making the trip, so Bessie had little choice but to join him.

In mid November they hiked away from their boat and river up Bright Angel
Trail to get more provisions. Emery Kolb was a photographer who owned a
home on the canyon rim near the trailhead. He took a photograph of the



newlyweds (the one at the beginning of this article) before they returned with
their supplies to the river. It is believed that a gentleman named Adolph
Sutro traveled back into the canyon with the couple, and even rode a short
distance with them in their boat. He is reportedly the last person the see
them. He left them at mile 95 of their journey on November 18, 1928.

When the Hydes did not return to Idaho by December their families became
worried, so they reported them as missing to the authorities.

A massive search was undertaken in mid
December. One of the search planes
spotted their scow adrift on mile 227 of
the river. When searchers found the boat
it looked in perfect condition and fully in
tact, with no water inside the boat. The
Hyde’s supplies were still strapped in and
undisturbed. There was also a camera
found in the boat. When the film was
developed the authorities found
photographs that had been taken near
mile 165, which they concluded would
have been around November 17". Other
evidence left on the boat indicated that the
Hydes were still aboard it as far as mile
225. No other indication as to where the
Hydes were or how they disappeared was
ever found. They seemed to have
vanished into thin air. It was conjectured
that the couple most likely fell or were
swept out of the boat while traversing the
heavy rapid areas near mile 232 of the
river.

There have been other speculations, as well. In 1971 a woman aboard a
commercial river trip claimed to be Bessie Hyde. She told the other
passengers that she killed her selfish husband and then threw him overboard.
As you can see from the photo, Bessie did not look strong enough to be able to
pull off such a feat. In 1976 a skeleton was found near the rim of the Grand
Canyon. Many thought it might have been the remains of Glen Hyde, but that
was never proven.

After Georgie White, a famous river runner, died in 1992, articles were found in
her home that suggested she might have been Bessie Hyde. However, if she
were Bessie she would have married Glen at the age of 17, and since he was
her second husband, that seems unlikely.

What really happened to the Hydes remains a mystery not likely be to solved.
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Nostradamus and the Mayan Calendar

| don’t think I have to explain who
Nostradamus was to anyone reading this
newsletter. The great seer from the 14 century
wrote hundreds of quatrains which are alleged
futuristic prophecies that may or may not have
been occurring throughout history since he
began writing them. Reading the quatrains is a
challenge because most sound like gibberish
written by someone on LSD. It’s very difficult to
figure out what the man is attempting to convey;
and when someone does think they have figured
it out, it’s possible that they merely interpret
what they want to see in the quatrain’s meaning.

So, what does Nostradamus have to say about the Mayan
Calendar and December 2012? Nostradamus didn’t seem to
be too worried about the winter solstice of 2012, and in fact
never mentions it in any of his insightful quatrains. The
ancient seer does mention a global war that begins in the
Middle East, accompanied by deadly chemical and nuclear
attacks. This war also is to see the coming of the Antichrist,
which he predicts will be joined by an unusual number of
plagues, earthquakes, volcanoes and an asteroid falling to
earth. Pretty scary stuff, but not the end of the world!

Nostradamus actually saw the earth's destruction following an explosion of the sun in AD
3797. No worries about your descendants, however. According to Nostradamus, the people of
Earth will have long left the planet by that time, moving to other planets in the Universe.

Back to the Mayans... Mayans were very superstitious people that followed influential
shamans. These honored high priests studied the skies and the planets and star movements in it.
They were early astrologers who believed the movement of the stars could predict the future.
(Imagine that!) One of their predictions is that on December 21, 2012 Earth and the Sun will
align with the center of our Milky Way. Modern science has agreed that this will occur, but are
unsure exactly what damages this unusual Universal pattern might incur. What they predict is
that there will probably be magnetic fluctuations, which could also mean an increase of volcanic
eruptions and earthquakes. And the Mayan Shamans agreed—abecause this is exactly what they
predicted would take place. | don’t know about you all, but | have noticed that there has been
an unnerving increase in the number of major earthquakes and volcano eruptions lately.



The Time Traveler Photographer

This photograph was
taken during the
reopening of the
South Fork Bridge
after flood in Nov.
1940. The gentleman
within the red circle
doesn’'t seem to
belong in that time
period, does he?
Many believethis
photo is proof of time
travel. The sun-
glasses doneisa
dead giveaway of
this gentleman’ s true
era

The stamped T-shirt is another giveaway — but the most important
cluein this photograph is the modern camerathis man is holding on
to, (inside the yellow circle and in the close up at right). Wow.

The photograph is now being shown at the virtual Bralorne Pioneer
Museum, from British Columbia, Canada.

‘Alien lifeisalmost certain to exist in many other parts of the universe: not just in planets, or even
floating in interplanetary space.” Steven Hawking, show host for Discovery’s Show, “Into the
Universe With Steven Hawkings.”

Munroe Falls Paranormal Society (M.F.P.S.) is proud
to introduce our Psychic Kids Division (P.K. Division). Itisa

p ,‘,g group designed for children and parents to be able to meet in a

_ friendly and supportive environment with others who share

similar gifts. Participants will work with M.F.P.S personnel to
educate and assist them in accepting and devel oping there gift.
The group is free of charge and is available to any gifted child and
their families. Pre-registration is required due to the
confidentiality of this program. Y our privacy is our utmost importance. Upon registration all details
of the location and times will be disclosed. For more information please feel free to email with any
guestions to robi n@munroe-fall s-paranormal-soci ety.com <mailto:robin@munroe-falls-
paranormal -soci ety.com>.




Famous haunted places

Belcourt Castle
Newport, Rhode Island

The Belcourt Castle was constructed in 1864 by
Oliver Belmont at a cost of three-million dollars
(which trand ates to seventy-five million dollars
today) Itis 50,000 square feet with 60 rooms.
That is ample room for many guests, including
those that have not been invited. The homeis now
amuseum; and there have been reports of many
unexplained phenomenal taking place there.

In 1896 Oliver Belmont married socialite Alva Vanderbilt, wife of
his best friend and business partner, William Vanderbilt. Oliver died
in 1908. Shortly afterwards, Alva decided to redecorate the entire
first floor of the mansion, which most believed would have upset the
widow’ s husband a great deal.

Eventually Alva grew bored at the home and began traveling. It
didn’t take long for Belcourt to fall into disrepair. Alvadied after a
carriage accident in 1933. Since they had no children together,
ownership went to Oliver's brother, Perry. He sold the castle in 1940
to entrepreneur George Waterman. Severa other owners took
procession of the home until the Tinney family purchased Bel court
in 1956 for mere $25,000. (OMG!)

A year later and after extensive renovation and restoration
toitsorigina beauty, the Tinneys started offering tours of
the home and grounds.

Visitors are often treated to more than they paid for. The
Gothic ballroom is one of the castle’s hot spots with
haunted chairs that give guests chills up and down their
spines when they sit in them. There are many armor statues
at the castle that can be viewed during the tour. One of
them belonged to a man who died while wearing it when a
spear made it through the eye-slot and out the other end.
Many tourists claim that he can be heard screaming in and
around the month of March, the approximate time of his
death. Some of the other strange occurrences have been:
apparitions, a statue that has been declared as possessed,
and a haunted mirror that is truly baffling as you cannot see
your reflection, only moving images that shift back and
forth. (I'd like to see that!)

Let me know if you’ ve been there and have had experiences.
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Reader Comments

| read about the Ringing Rocks, (“Ringing Rocks in Buck’s County, Pennsylvania’ ~
April Issue). My husband, Dave used to go to PA to visit his Grandmother and he, his brother and their
friends used to play on those rocks. He said that's why they're so full of dents from the hammers!!!
They'd go around hammering as many as they could!!
Donna S., Sausalito, CA

* %k * %k * % %

“Chris, | cannot begin to tell you how much | am enjoying your monthly mailings!! It just boggles my

mind that something with such quality and interest can also be steeped in such integrity!! THANK

YOU SO MUCH for handling this somewhat delicate topic(s) in the caring and quality manner that you

do. Too many “soap opera’ approaches out there these days now that the field has finally become

popular. | truly fear for the field, however because of the approaches some of the TV shows are taking.
It will only drive a perfectly honorable subject right back into the Dark Ages ... thank you again for

Y OUR work!!”

* % k * % %

Christine, I've experienced numerous paranormal activities over the years & when | stayed at the Carey
House (Placerville, California) May 2009, | awoke to see man with along black beard standing over
me. | was not afraid & he disappeared before | could wake up my friend.

Cindi

Wow Cindi, there are two famous spirits residing at the

Cary House, and one of themis a gambler who was

murdered there. It sounds to me that you ran into him!

The other spirit is Sanley, who lived there and was the desk
clerk for many years before he was murdered by a jealous
husband. When my youth investigation team did an

examination there last year one of the young ladies felt
someone pinch her in the butt, which is exactly what Stanley used

todoto get hi Into troub ilehewasalive. Thisisa photo | took right above the front desk
where Stanley used to work. That orb has to be Sanley, still there making sure the new clerks get it
right! Happy Hunting. Christine

Author’s Comment

I would like to apologize to orb photographer, Cheryl Diamond Snider for misspelling her name in
my April newsletter. I’'m old, that is my only excuse. Sorry Cheryl! The correct spelling is how |
wrote it here in my apology. To see more of Cheryl’s beautiful orb photos, go to her Facebook page.
(Make sure you spell her name right so it comes up!)

Christine B.



"The evidence that the earth is being visited by at |east one extraterrestrial civilization is extensive
both in scope and detail. In itstotality, it comprises a body of evidence which at the very least
supports the general assessment that extraterrestrial life has been detected, and that a vigorous
program of research and serious diplomatic initiativesis warranted.” - Dr. Seven Greer, Director of
CSETI (Center for the Study of Extra-Terrestrial Intelligence)

True Paranormal Experiences

Hi Christine,

| took these pictures while investigating a mine yesterday in Placerville. A friend took metoit. | didn't
feel anything in there but then got these shots. This placeis on private land that we got to by a quad.
Let me know what you think.

Vickie Clarke, South Lake Tahoe, California .
)
Vickie—no chance of light reflection here! 1'd say there' s still a miner looking T V)
for gold in thismine.




What is Telekinesis?

Telekinesis is the ability to move things or otherwise affect the property of things with

the power of the mind. The word is derived from the Greek “tele,” which means distant or
over adistance, and “kinesis,” transating to movement. How isit possible? Some believeitis

done by the psychlc being able to manipulate the magnetic field around that object.

It's possible that the first magicians were telekinesis- \% Jr - hﬁ
gifted individuals who were able to move objects with .4 i
their minds. Because others wanted to emulate the
true psychics, they invented ways to move objects
by dlight of hand and/or eye. Magicians became
illusionists, and the gift seemed to do avanishing
act.

Uri Geller isone of the most well-known "psychics' who has publicly
demonstrated feats of psychokinesis. spoon and key bending have become
almost synonymous with Geller's name. Although many skeptics and

magicians consider his metal-bending performances nothing more than adroit
deight-of-hand, Geller has alegedly shown that he can manifest the effects over
great distances and in multiple locations. On a British radio show in 1973, after
demonstrating key bending to the astonishment of the host, Geller invited the
listening audience to participate. Just minutes later, phone calls began pouring
into the radio station from listeners all over the UK reporting that knives, forks, -
spoons, keys and nails began to bend and twist spontaneously. Watches and clocks.
that had not run in years began to work. It was an event whose success surprised
even Geller and thrust him into the spotlight. (About.com Paranormal Phenomena)

Nina Kulagina. One of the most celebrated and scrutinized psychicsto claim
psychokinetic powers was Nina Kulagina, a Russian woman who discovered her
abilities while attempting to devel op other psychic powers. Reportedly, she has
demonstrated her powers by mentally moving a wide range of nonmagnetic
objects, including matches, bread, large crystal bowls, clock pendulums, a cigar
tube and a salt shaker among other things. Some of these demonstrations have
been captured on film. The skeptics contend, of course, that her abilities would
not stand up to scientific testing, and that she may be nothing more that a clever
magician. (About.com Paranormal Phenomena)

As | have mentioned in the past, Poltergeist activity is not actually spirit or ghost
commotion, but aform of telekinesis performed by an adolescent, who in most
cases is hot even aware they are moving items with their minds. The youth is
usually afemale going through puberty and who is upset by a condition she
feels she has no control over. The anger, which is usually suppressed, manifests
by objects flying across the room, seemingly of their own accord. Other
poltergeist phenomena has included rocks falling from the sky onto the house,
doors opening and closing violently in empty rooms, etc. All this phenomena
seems to be stemmed from anger and frustration.




In 1930 workersclearrngjungle

" land in Costa Rica preparing for the

. ' | development of a banana plantation
a2y | discovered something they didn't
expect. Dozens of what appeared to
be hand-honed baJIswerefound 1
many different sizes scattered all over
thearea. The balls ranged in size :
from athat of an orangeto giant balls
measuring morethan axfeetin — - -
diameter and weighing 16 tons. All
are perfectly round towithin two
centimeters. It isstill unknown who
made these spheres or why they took
~such careto createthem Sl precreely

Almost all of the stoneorbs are
madeof granodrorrte ahard |gneous
| stone. <

: Werethey
‘expression of art
orddthe
creator(s) of
these mysterious |
sculptures have a
utilitarianuse
for them?

Thousands of balls were found along river bedsand in ancient cemetery stesin thevalley of the
Rio Térraba, located in the southwest portion of Costa Rica, and on Cario Island, nine miles off the
Pacific coast. Some of them wer e found at locations mor e than fifty miles from the nearest site

from which they could have been quarried. Thisisthe onIy place this sort of man-made creation

has been found

*Christine B. writes about subjects most people don't normally enjoy thin
Presenting a "what if" slant in her poetry, short stories and novels, her wo
of life's most intriguing questions, while guiding readers off the beaten pa
Terrain." Christine owns El Dorado Paranormal Investigations. She creat
Musings," which delves into paranormal subjects and educates the public
Her novels include: “The Afterlife of Charlotte Browning” (won Best Gene
2008 from the Northern California Publlshers and Authors); "From the St
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