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Surviving Walpurgis Night

Well, that’s one holiday people from the US have probably never heard about before. What
in the world is “Walpurgis Night?” (and how do you even pronounce it)? It is the night when there
are reported sightings of witches riding across the sky on their brooms, but instead of it occurring on
October 31st, it happens on April 30th or on May 1st, depending on where you live. (Has anyone
ever really seen a witch riding across the sky on a broom? I never have, and I’ve seen a lot of
strange things!) Walpurgis Night is celebrated by thousands of people in Europe by Pagans,
Satanists, and strangely enough, The Catholic Church.

There was actually a Saint Walpurga, who was born in Devon, Germany in about 710. St. Walpuga
started a convent in Heidenheim in Wurtemburg, Germany, (home of many of my German
ancestors, by the way). She was a nun and was known for speaking out against
witchcraft and sorcery and was canonized as a Catholic saint on May 1, 779. The early Christians
adopted a policy of 'Christianising' pagan festivals so they scheduled St. Walpurga's day about the
same time. Over the years the festivals and traditions intermingled until the hybrid pagan-Catholic
celebration became known as Valborgsmässoafton or Walpurgisnacht – Walpurgis Night.

Modern celebrations include: bonfires, the sprinkling of holy water and adorning homes with
talismans of blessed palm leaves. Another popular way to keep evil at bay is through noise so on
Walpurgis Night celebrating citizens ring bells, bang drums, crack whips, shoot firearms into the air
and beat blanks of wood onto the ground.

Although not widely known in the US, this May-Eve night shares many of the traditions of
Halloween and is, in fact, directly opposite Halloween on the calendar. According to the ancient
legends, this night was the last chance for witches and their nefarious cohorts to stir up trouble
before spring reawakened the land. So for all of my readers in Europe who celebrate this holiday ~

HAPPY WALPURGIS NIGHT!

Please share your Walpurgis Night celebration practices with me and my readers by telling me about
your traditions in an email at edparanormal@comcast.net.
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Time Traveler Ghost Writers

“Somewhere In Time” was a movie made in 1980. The plot
dealt with star-crossed lovers who were able to transcend time to
be together. Movies are usually make-believe, I know, but as I am
often prone to say, “Every myth has an element of truth.” Is it
possible to travel to a different time? A great many learned scientists
believe that it is.

Clifford Pickover, an IBM researcher and science writer, announced that "time
travel is possible." He talks about it in his 1998 book, “Time: A Traveler's Guide.”
Albert Einstein agreed and stated that “space is curved, time is relative, and time
travel is theoretically possible.” The astronomer and legendary Pulitzer Prize-winning

author, Carl Sagan, said during an interview, “If we could
travel into the past, it's mind-boggling what would be
possible. For one thing, history would become an
experimental science, which it certainly isn't today. The
possible insights into our own past and nature and origins
would be dazzling. For another, we would be facing the
deep paradoxes of interfering with the scheme of causality
that has led to our own time and ourselves. I have no idea
whether it's possible, but it's certainly worth exploring.”

I talked about the relativity of history in my April newsletter. Often times what
we believe to be our history isn’t a documented record of what actually happened.
Time travel would help to alleviate false history and make it possible for us to live
what actually took place first hand. But, what would happen if something we did
while visiting the past changed the future? If everyone was able to time travel, how
different our world might end up being. Scary thought.

In the fall of 1984 in a cottage in Manchester, England, Ken Webster and many
of his friends experienced what they reported to be communication with entities
from a different time. Ken’s account of his two-year long experience was
documented in his book, “The Vertical Plane.” Typical “*poltergeist” activities began
at the cottage and eventually progressed to written communication.

Ken was a teacher at a local school and had access to a computer, which he
would bring home on occasion. Personal computers were not used commonly at
this point; and the World Wide Web had not yet been established. One night Ken left
the computer’s monitor on when he went out for the evening. When he came home
he was shocked to find a poem appearing on his monitor. He saved the poem onto
a floppy disc, and chalked up the incident to his unexplained activity. A few weeks
later Ken brought a different computer home from school, and again kept on the
monitor when he left his home. When he returned he found another message on the
computer’s monitor written with an archaic form of English, and this message seemed
threatening.

Dr. Carl Sagan
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Ken then decided that he would find out who was messing with the computer
when he was not at home. He set up a third computer in his kitchen, where most of the
paranormal activity had been occurring. Another message was received, and was
answered by Ken. This began an on-going communication with an entity who called
himself “Lukas Wainman.” It seemed that whatever was causing the unexplained activity
in Ken’s kitchen was appeased by the fact that it could communicate with Ken via the
computer, and while their communication continued on the computer the other
paranormal activity stopped.

Ken called in a friend and colleague, Peter Trinder, who was an English major. Ken
asked him to decipher the strange dialect that the entity used when communicating.
Peter was able to determine that the language style Lukas used was close to the Tudor
form of speaking, but not quite the same. Ken brought in several other experts and
paranormal investigators in an attempt to uncover the origin of the mysterious
communicator, to no avail.

Eventually Lukas was joined by other entities that learned to use the computer,
some who claimed to be from the future—one referred to himself as “2109”. 2109
claimed to be editing the communications that were taking place on the computer and
said that the messages were passing through the space-time continuum. Another
communicator said to be Thomas Harden, a previous owner (in the 16th century) of the
home Ken lived in. Hundreds of conversations were recorded and saved, and not all of
them were via the computer. Some messages were found written on the walls and the
concrete floors of the home and on pieces of paper that were found scattered around
the place.

Many people have investigated these communications in hopes of discovering
them to be fraudulent, but no one could ever prove that they were.

* Poltergeist activity is often mislabeled as indication of a spirit presence, but in most
cases the activity is actually being perpetrated by an adolescent youth who is unaware
they are creating the disturbance. The pre-puberescent youth possesses the gift of
telekinesis or psychokinesis, which means the subject, (agent), is able to move objects
with their minds. In most cases the occurrences stop once the youth grows older, or they
are advised of the situation and are trained to control their gift. Since there was no youth
living at Ken’s home when the unexplained incidents of things flying through the air, items
being moved and turned over, unexplained bangs and noises, cupboards opening and
closing on their own, etc. were occurring, the incidences should not be classified as a
poltergeist, but as a spirit seeking recognition.

Insights from the “Wizardology Handbook” . . .

“Faries may be found in threes near old monuments such as standing stones,
waiting to enforce the Rule of Three on wizards who have foolishly worked wicked
magic there, for that kind of magic returns on its caster threefold.


