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FAMOUS GHOST PHOTOS 
[Text and photos taken from  About.com-The Paranormal –All Rights Reserved.] 

 

The Brown Lady 
This portrait of "The Brown Lady" ghost is arguably the most famous 
and well-regarded ghost photograph ever taken. The ghost is 
thought to be that of Lady Dorothy Townshend, wife of Charles 
Townshend, 2nd Viscount of Raynham, residents of Raynham Hall in 
Norfolk, England in the early 1700s. The Raynham Hall mansion was 
the home of the Townshend family for over 300 years. Dorothy was 
the sister of Sir Robert Walpole, Charles' one-time partner with 
whom he had a falling-out. It was also rumored that Dorothy, before 
her marriage to Charles, had been the mistress of Lord Wharton, 
"whose character was so infamous, and his lady's complaisant 

subserviency so notorious, that no young woman could be four and twenty hours under 
their roof with safety to her reputation." Charles suspected Dorothy of infidelity. And 
although according to legal records she died and was buried in 1726, it was suspected that 
the funeral was a sham and that Charles had locked his wife away in a remote corner of the 
house until her death many years later. 

Dorothy's ghost is said to haunt the oak staircase and other areas of Raynham Hall. In the 
early 1800s, King George IV, while staying at Raynham, saw the figure of a woman in a 
brown dress standing beside his bed, noting that her face was pale and hair disheveled. She 
was seen again standing in the hall in 1835 by Colonel Loftus, who was visiting for the 
Christmas holidays. He saw her again a week later and described her as wearing a brown 
satin dress, her skin glowing with a pale luminescence. It also seemed to him that her eyes 
had been gouged out. A few years later, Captain Frederick Marryat and two friends saw "the 
brown lady" gliding along an upstairs hallway, carrying a lantern. As she passed, Marryat 
said, she grinned at the men in a "diabolical manner." Marryat fired a pistol at the 
apparition, but the bullet simply passed through. 

The famous photo above was taken in September, 1936 by Captain Provand and Indre 
Shira, two photographers who were assigned to photograph Raynham Hall for Country Life 
magazine. This is what happened, according to Shira: 

"Captain Provand took one photograph while I flashed the light. He was focusing for another 
exposure; I was standing by his side just behind the camera with the flashlight pistol in my 
hand, looking directly up the staircase. All at once I detected an ethereal veiled form coming 
slowly down the stairs. Rather excitedly, I called out sharply: 'Quick, quick, there's 
something.' I pressed the trigger of the flashlight pistol. After the flash and on closing the 
shutter, Captain Provand removed the focusing cloth from his head and turning to me said: 
'What's all the excitement about?'" 

Upon developing the film, the image of The Brown Lady ghost was seen for the first time. It 
was published in the December 16, 1936 issue of Country Life. The ghost has been seen 
occasionally since. 

Interesting side note: Charles Townshend is the ancestor of Thomas Townsend Brown, an 
American physicist who experimented with anti-gravity and flying saucers in the 1930s, and 
whose name has been connected to The Philadelphia Experiment. 
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Freddy Jackson 
This intriguing photo, taken in 1919, was first published in 1975 by Sir Victor Goddard, a 
retired R.A.F. officer. The photo is a group portrait of Goddard's squadron, which had served 
in World War I aboard the HMS Daedalus. (Click the photo at left to see the entire 
photograph.) An extra ghostly face appears in the photo. In back of the airman positioned 
on the top row, fourth from the left, can clearly be seen the face of another man. It is said 
to be the face of Freddy Jackson, an air mechanic who had been accidentally killed by an 
airplane propeller two days earlier. His funeral had taken place on the day this photograph 
was snapped. Members of the squadron easily recognized the face as Jackson's. It has been 
suggested that Jackson, unaware of his death, decided to show up for the group photo. 

 

 

Interesting side note: In 1935, Sir Victor Goddard, now a Wing Commander, had another 
brush with the unexplained. While on a flight from Edinburgh, Scotland to his home base in 
Andover, England, he encountered a strange storm that seemed to transport him through 
time into the future. You can read more about his experience in the article "Time Travelers" 
under the section "Flight Into the Future." 
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Tulip Staircase 
Ghost 
Rev. Ralph Hardy, a retired 
clergyman from White 
Rock, British Columbia, 
took this now-famous 
photograph in 1966. He 
intended merely to 
photograph the elegant 
spiral staircase (known as 
the "Tulip Staircase") in the 
Queen's House section of 
the National Maritime 
Museum in Greenwich, 
England. Upon 
development, however, the 
photo revealed a shrouded 
figure climbing the stairs, 
seeming to hold the railing 
with both hands. Experts, 
including some from Kodak, 
who examined the original 
negative concluded that it 
had not been tampered 
with. It's been said that 
unexplained figures have 
been seen on occasion in 
the vicinity of the staircase, 
and unexplained footsteps 
have also been heard. 

Interesting side note: This photo isn't the only evidence of ghostly activity at the Queen's 
House. The 400-year-old building is credited with several other apparitions and phantom 
footsteps even today. Recently, a Gallery Assistant was discussing a tea break with two 
colleagues when he saw one of the doors to the Bridge Room close by itself. At first he 
thought it was one of the lecturers. "Then I saw a woman glide across the balcony, and pass 
through the wall on the west balcony," he said. "I couldn't believe what I saw. I went very 
cold and the hair on my arms and my neck stood on end. We all dashed through to the 
Queen's Presents Room and looked down towards the Queen's Bedroom. Something passed 
through the ante-room and out through the wall. Then my colleagues all froze too. The lady 
was dressed in a white-grey colour crinoline type dress." 

Other ghostly goings-on include the unexplained choral chanting of children, the figure of a 
pale woman frantically mopping blood at the bottom of the Tulip Staircase (it's said that 300 
years ago a maid was thrown from the highest banister, plunging 50 feet to her death), 
slamming doors, and even tourists being pinched by unseen fingers.    
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The Back Seat Ghost 
Mrs. Mabel Chinnery was visiting the grave of her mother one day in 1959. She had brought 
along her camera to take photographs of the gravesite. After snapping a few shots of her 

mother's gravestone, she took an impromptu photo of her 
husband, who was waiting alone in the car. At least the 
Chinnerys thought he was alone.  

When the film was developed, the couple was more than 
surprised to see a figure wearing glasses sitting in the back 
seat of the car. Mrs. Chinnery immediately recognized the 
image of her mother - the woman whose grave they had 
visited on that day. A photographic expert who examined 
the print determined that the image of the woman was 
neither a reflection nor a double exposure. "I stake my 
reputation on the fact that the picture is genuine," he 
testified. 

 

The Ghost of 
Boothill 
Cemetery 
"This is the photo 
that changed my 
opinion about 
ghost photos," 
says Terry Ike 
Clanton, who runs 
the 
TombstoneArizona.
com website. 
Clanton is an actor, 
recording artist 
and cowboy poet, 
and is also a cousin 
of the legendary 
Clanton Gang who 
clashed with the 
Earps and Doc 
Holliday at the 
famous gunfight at 
OK Corral. Clanton 
took this photo of 
his friend (click the picture to see the complete photo) at Boothill Graveyard. The photo was 
taken in black and white because he wanted Old West-looking pictures of himself dressed in 
Clanton's 1880-period clothes. Clanton took the film for developing to the local Thrifty Drug 
Store, and when he got it back was startled at what he saw. Among the gravestones, just to 
the right of his friend, is the image of what appears to be a thin man in a dark hat. By 
height, the man appears to be either legless, kneeling... or rising up out of the ground. 

"I know there was no other person in this photograph when I shot it," Clanton insists. And 
he believes the small figure in the background is holding a knife. "We thought this was a tie 
at first, but after further review, it appears to be a knife," Clanton says. "The knife is in a 
vertical position; the tip is located just below the figure's right collar. If you're not convinced 



 5

that something is weird here, look at my friend's shadow in the photo. It appears to be 
going back slightly to the right of him. The figure in the back should have the same shadow, 
but it doesn't!" 

The Ghost in the Burning 
Building 
On November 19, 1995, Wem 
Town Hall in Shropshire, England 
burned to the ground. Many 
spectators gathered to watch the 
old building, built in 1905, as it 
was being consumed by the 
flames. Tony O'Rahilly, a local 
resident, was one of those 
onlookers and took photos of the 
spectacle with a 200mm 
telephoto lens from across the 
street. One of those photos 
shows what looks like a small, 
partially transparent girl standing 
in the doorway. Nether O'Rahilly 
nor any of the other onlookers or 
firefighters recalled seeing the girl there. 

O'Rahilly submitted the photo to the Association for the Scientific Study of Anomalous 
Phenomena which, in turn, presented it for analysis to Dr. Vernon Harrison, a photographic 
expert and former president of the Royal Photographic Society. Harrison carefully examined 
both the print and the original negative, and concluded that it was genuine. "The negative is 
a straightforward piece of black-and-white work and shows no sign of having been 
tampered with," Harrison said. 

But who is the little girl? Wem, a quiet market town in northern Shropshire, had been 
ravaged by fire in the past. In 1677, historical records note, a fire destroyed many of the 
town's old timber houses. A young girl named Jane Churm, the legends say, accidentally set 
fire to a thatched roof with a candle. Many believed her ghost haunted the area and had 

been seen on a few other occasions. 

The Madonna of Bachelor's Grove 
This photo was taken during an investigation of Bachelor's 
Grove cemetery near Chicago by the Ghost Research 
Society (GRS). On August 10, 1991, several members of of 
the GRS were at the cemetery, a small, abandoned 
graveyard on the edge of the Rubio Woods Forest Preserve, 
near the suburb of Midlothian, Illinois. Reputed to be one of 
the most haunted cemeteries in the U.S., Bachelor's Grove 
has been the site of well over 100 different reports of 
strange phenomena, including apparitions, unexplained 
sights and sounds, and even glowing balls of light. 

GRS member Mari Huff was taking black and white photos 
with a high-speed infrared camera in an area where the 
group had experienced some anomalies with their ghost-
hunting equipment. The cemetery was empty, except for 
the GRS members. When developed, this image emerged: 
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what looks like a lonely-looking young woman dressed in white sitting on a tombstone. 
Parts of her body are partially transparent and the style of the dress seems to be out of 
date. 

Other ghosts reportedly seen in Bachelor's Grove include figures in monks' clothes and the 
spirit of a glowing yellow man. 

The Railroad Crossing Ghost 
A strange legend surrounds a railroad crossing just 
south of San Antonio, Texas. The intersection of 
roadway and railroad track, so the story goes, was 
the site of a tragic accident in which several school-
aged children were killed - but their ghosts linger at 
the spot and will push idled cars across the tracks, 
even though the path is uphill. 

The story may be just the stuff of 
urban legend, but the accounts 
were intriguing enough that I 

wrote an article about the phenomenon, "The Haunted Railroad Crossing." 
The article included a photograph submitted by Andy and Debi Chesney. 
Their daughter and some of her friends had recently been to the crossing 
to test the legend, and she took some photographs. Inexplicably, a 
strange, transparent figure turned up in one of the photos. "They had no 
idea that it was in the picture until the next day when I printed out the 
picture and showed them," said the Chesneys. "It was really freaky. It 
appears to be a little girl carrying a teddy bear." 

Sunnyvale's Toys R Us houses more than playthings. Built in 1970 over an 1800s apple orchard 
once owned by John Murphy, the store is said to be haunted.  

The Toys R Us ghost - Johnny Johnson - haunts aisle 15C, other back aisles and the women's 
restroom.  

Johnson was a wood-chopper at John Murphy's farm where he fell in love with the farmer's 
daughter. His axe missed the wood one day, cut his leg, and he bled to death. He now roams the 
back aisles of Toys R Us seeking his love Beth, Elizabeth Yuba Murphy Tafee.  

Women report feeling their hair brushed when no one is behind them, faucets turn on and off in 
the women's restroom and boxes fly off the shelves unaided.  

Hunting the Toys R Us Ghost 
Psychic Sylvia Brown conducted a seance here, 
bringing with her a photographer and others to record 
any appearances. An infrared photograph taken 
during the seance shows a man leaning on a wall 
with his hands jammed in his pockets, an image  
which did not appear on a photograph taken 
simultaneously with high-speed film.  
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During the 1840s, Sunnyvale's founding father, Martin Murphy Jr., went on a major land-buying 
spree, eventually totaling 90,000 acres. He built the 20-room Bay View home site on 4,000 acres 
of it (now Murphy Park).  

Johnny Johnson, a circuit preacher, worked as a ranch hand for the Murphys. Johnny loved 
Martin's eldest daughter, Elizabeth, from afar. But she married William Taaffe, a prominent San 
Francisco merchant, in 1863. Some people never get over an unrequited love.  

In 1884, Johnny whacked his leg with an ax while chopping down trees in an orchard and bled to 
death. Some say he died so fast that he doesn't even know he's dead. No one noticed his specter 
gliding through the orchards; nor did it turn up later, when the orchards became the White Front 
parking lot. In 1970, Toys R Us was built near the spot where he died. Then people noticed. A 
few of his favorite pastimes include tossing balls, scooting skateboards around, touching 
women's hair and calling their names, and playing with the water faucets.  

In 1978, renowned psychic Sylvia Brown was called upon to release the lost spirit, which 
research by the members in the séance group indicated was Martin Murphy Jr. That's who Sylvia 
thought she'd meet. But Johnny showed up instead. It wasn't until after talking with Johnny that 
the group went back and dug through the archives. There, they found the story of Johnny and 
Elizabeth.  

For three years, Sylvia tried to tell Johnny he'd died, so he could "go to God." But Johnny didn't 
want to hear it. He's "waiting for Beth," who died before him, in 1875.  

Johnny also told Sylvia to move or her feet would get wet. Records show that a well existed 
beneath the store. Perhaps Johnny thinks he's still on the farm. What does he think he's moving 
when he floats teddy bears around? Cherries? Horses?  

Maybe it's not so odd that Johnny has trouble merging with today's reality. Things change fast. It 
was only 150 years ago when the Murphys became the first emigrant party to bring wagons over 
the Sierra Nevada. When Johnny died, Sunnyvale was still called Encinal; we're talking only 
four generations here. It boggles my mind that when Johnny began making ghostly appearances, 
there were still Sunnyvale residents in their late 80s who might have known him firsthand.  

Fifteen years ago, my friend visited Toys R Us with her infant son. As she cruised down one 
aisle, a box dropped from the top shelf, landing next to her son's stroller. Nenette looked up; the 
shelves were in order, the boxes neatly stacked, yet another box dropped, this time nearly hitting 
her. She's convinced it was Johnny.  

Her ancestors also made the westward trek, just like the Murphys did in 1844. Had Johnny 
recognized a kindred soul in Nenette? Had he simply wanted to say hello?  


